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Ar t  comes in  many  forms.  Canvases  to  admire ,  photographs  to  cher ish ,  s ta tuar y  to  respect ,  and  Texan 
meta lsmi th  Dawna G i l lesp ie  c reates  s tunn ing 
wearab le  a r t  f rom meta l .  Dawna s ta ted ,  “As  a 
meta lsmi th ,  I  hand- fabr icate  never - reproduced 
adornments  to  defy  a  wor ld  inundated  wi th 
mass-produced  accessor ies .  Fabr icated 
f rom f la t  sheets  of  raw copper  and  brass , 
my  adornments  take  shape  us ing  a  jewe ler ’s 
saw and  techn iques  such  as :  p ie rc ing ,  pat ina , 
ox idat ion ,  e tch ing ,  hammer ing ,  fo rming ,  fo rg ing , 
s tamping ,  and  co ld -connect ing .  I  use  symbol ism 
to  share  deta i ls  o f  my  sou l  th rough :  the  in tens i ty 
o f  co lors  and  tex ture ,  hand  drawn des igns  and 
mot i fs ,  s ign i f icance  of  sca le ,  and  ra r i t y  o f  the 
p iece  i tse l f .  Fur thermore ,  the  layer ing  of  mot i fs 
and  shapes  that  I  des ign  a re  then  manipu la ted 
and  sawn to  symbol ize  var ious  aspects  of  my 
l i fe ;  wh i le  examin ing  the  theor ies  of  femin in i ty, 
fe r t i l i t y,  domest ic i ty,  mar r iage ,  and  sexua l i t y. 
The  resu l t  i s  a  wearab le  a r twork  that  is  t ru ly 
d is t inct ive .” 

The  Texan  ar t is t  c reates  body  ornaments  by 
layer ing  meta ls  together  to  fo rm un ique ,  one -of -a - 
k ind  p ieces .  Dawna never  dup l icates  her  work , 
and  she  wi l l  never  generate  mass  product ion . 
Each  p iece  is  a  guaranteed  or ig ina l .  The  person 
who wears  her  a r t  won’ t  see  the  jewel r y  cop ied 
and  so ld  to  another  sou l .  She  be l ieves  no  two 
p ieces  shou ld  be  ident ica l . 

And  speak ing  of  sou l ,  her  mot to  is  “From the 
sou l—for  the  sou l .”   

Dawna exc la ims ,  “When sur vey ing  soc ie ty,  there 
is  a  rea l iza t ion  of  the  excess ive  need  in  ident ica l 
and  mass-produced  accessor ies .  Transcend ing 
the  a l lu re  of  s imply  adorn ing  the  body,  my 
ar twork  consc ious ly  exp lores  the  i l luminat ion 
of  persona l  p resentat ion  and  fac i l i ta tes  an 
ind iv idua l  express ion . 
 
I  t ru ly  be l ieve  that  my  p ieces  “connect ”  w i th  the 
wearer  and  whenever  a  person  p laces  a  p iece  of 

my  ar t  on  the i r  body,  o r  in  the i r  home,  our  sou ls  a re  fo rever  jo ined  th rough  the  energ ies  of  shared 
space  and  t ime. 
 
Wi th  an  unwaver ing  purpose  to  restore  and  reun i te :  ind iv idua l i t y,  reverence  to  c raf tsmansh ip ,  and  the 
wor ld ’s  in t r ins ic  beauty ;  I  am connect ing  never - reproduced  adornments  and  beaut i fu l  sou ls  together, 
one  a t  a  t ime.” 

Dawna apprec ia tes  the  sensua l  p rogress ion  of  c reat ing  beauty  fo r  o thers ,  and  she  bonds  wi th  a 
c l ient  th rough  her  a r t .  When  a  purchaser  p laces  Dawna’s  hand iwork  on  the i r  body,  o r  d isp lays  i t 
in  the i r  home,  Dawna fee ls  the i r  sou ls  a re  jo ined  together  th rough  energy,  space ,  and  t ime.  She 
connects—one sou l  a t  a  t ime.  Perhaps  they  share  d i f fe rent  perspect ives ,  but  the  two ,  a r t is t  and 
wearer,  a re  l inked . 

Dawna’s  ideas  for  her  a r twork  come f rom l i fe -s tor y  events .  The  sawing  of  meta l  evokes  a  deep , 
pass ionate  response  wi th in  her  sp i r i t ,  but  des igns  can  take  an  emot iona l  to l l  a lso .  She  exp la ins  how 
the  compl icated  shapes  are  l i ke  pages  f rom her  d ia r y.  For  ins tance ,  mar r iage  insp i red  one  of  her 
p ieces .  Th is  exqu is i te  des ign  f rom meta l  symbol izes  a  p r ivate  event  fo r  her. 

Creat ing  a r twork  is  not  jus t  mak ing  jewel r y.  She  says ,  “ In  my  l i fe ,  I ’ ve  gone  th rough  hardsh ip  and 
joy.  I  tu rn  any  negat ive  exper iences  in to  pos i t i ve  ones  th rough  my ar t ,  and  I  g ive  back  beauty.”  Even 
though  spec ia l  events  insp i re  her,  she  chooses  not  to  d ivu lge  the  mot ivat ion  beh ind  the  des igns . 
Dawna prefers  fo r  the  wearer  to  connect  in  h is/her  exc lus ive  way.  What  Dawna perce ives  as  a  se l f -
por t ra i t  inc ident ,  the  major i ty  might  ident i fy  in  an  a l te rnat ive  fash ion .  Just  as  a  canvas  evokes 
var ious  emot iona l  responses  f rom an  on looker,  Dawna hopes  c l ients  w i l l  exper ience  a  persona l 
react ion  to  her  meta l  scu lp tures .  Percept ion  of  a r t  depends  on  one’s  senses .  Each  person  sees , 
fee ls ,  tas tes ,  o r  hears  someth ing  except iona l  in  a  pa in t ing ,  photograph ,  o r  scu lp ture .  Dawna wants 
peop le  to  re la te  to  her  a r twork  in  the i r  own way,  not  hers . 
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Dawna orders  her  sheets  of  b rass  and  copper  f rom A lbuquerque ,  New Mex ico .  The  we ight  depends 
on  the  gauge  of  meta l ,  but  she  says  i t ’s  usua l l y  18 -24  gauge.  She  draws a  pat te rn  on  paper  f i rs t  and 
then  g lues  the  des ign  onto  meta l .  The  t ime- in tens ive  process  requ i res  cut t ing  out  the  p ieces  wi th  a 
spec ia l  saw.  Dawna can  spend  hours  cut t ing ,  sawing ,  and  hammer ing  a  neck lace .  The  procedure  can 
take  as  much as  80  hours  or  more ,  but  when  she’s  f in ished ,  the  p iece  is  a lmost  we ight less—and i t ’s 
a  gorgeous  p iece  of  wearab le  a r t .  There’s  someth ing  spec ia l  about  tak ing  a  f la t  sheet  o f  meta l  and 
tu rn ing  i t  in to  a  d imens iona l  p iece  of  jewe l r y. 

Meta lsmi th ing  became Dawna’s  over whe lming  des i re  and  asp i ra t ion .  A long  wi th  her  fami ly, 
meta lsmi th ing  is  deep ly  ingra ined  in  her  sp i r i t .  She  says ,  “ I f  I  cou ldn’ t  c reate  and  se l l  a r t ,  then 
teach ing  would  be  the  next  rea lm for  me as  an  a r t is t .  I f  I  cou ldn’ t  c raf t  a r t  as  I  do  now,  I  wou ldn’ t 
know what  to  do  wi th  myse l f .  Creat ing  one -of -a -k ind  p ieces  is  therapy  for  any  cha l lenges  that  come 
my way.”  

So ,  how d id  Dawna fa l l  in  love  wi th  meta lsmi th ing?  Her  ear ly  l i fe  a lways  centered  on  ar t ,  but  she 
s tar ted  out  w i th  acr y l ic  pa in ts .  When  she  enro l led  in  a  meta lsmi th ing  c lass  a t  Texas  Tech  Un ivers i ty 
in  Lubbock ,  she  was  hooked.  She  graduated  f rom Texas  Tech  wi th  a  degree  in  Ar t  Educat ion ,  and 
meta lsmi th ing  became a  permanent  career  and  pass ion . 

Dawna G i l lesp ie  is  a  nat ive  Texan ,  born  in  For t  Wor th ,  and  she  moved  to  Lubbock  when  she  was  on ly 
17  years  o ld .  In  Lubbock ,  she  met  her  husband on  a  b l ind  date ,  and  together,  they  a re  rear ing  a  f i ve -
year -o ld  son .  Now that  her  son  is  in  schoo l ,  Dawna has  more  t ime to  devote  to  meta lsmi th ing ,  but 
fami ly  remains  the  top  pr io r i t y.  Her  s tud io  is  in  her  home,  and  work ing  f rom home g ives  her  more 
f lex ib i l i t y  as  a  w i fe  and  mom. 

Her  a r twork  is  so ld  a l l  over  the  count r y,  but  most  peop le  order  f rom her  webs i te .  She  a lso  exh ib i ts 
nat ion -wide . 

Dawna loves  Lubbock ’s  w ide  open  spaces .  The  v is ta  ex tends  for  many  Texas  mi les .  L ike  most  Texans , 
she  doesn’ t  care  fo r  the  heat ,  but  the  Lubbock  th ree -d ig i t  days  a re  d r y  w i th  no  humid i ty.  She  says  the 
campus  of  Texas  Tech  Un ivers i ty  is  a  show-p lace  for  scu lp tures ,  and  she  d i rects  v is i to rs  to  her  a lma 
mater  to  see  them.  Some are  l i fe -s ized  and  a l l  encourage  apprec ia t ion .  

To  see  Dawna’s  gorgeous  ar twork ,  v is i t  her  on l ine  a t  www.dawnagi l lesp ie .com and  Instagram @
copper.d .s tud io .  
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